Il8                            ESSAYS

Some people may think that such an accon>
plishment as this can be of no great use to the
owner, or his party, after it has been often prac-
tised and is become notorious; but they are
widely mistaken. Few lies carry the inventor's
mark, and the most prostitute enemy to truth
may spread a thousand without being known for
the author: besides, as the vilest writer has his
readers, so the greatest liar has his believers; and
It often happens that, if a lie be believed only
for an hour, it has done its work, and there is no
farther occasion for it. Falsehood flies, and truth
comes limping after it, so that when men come
to be undeceived it is too late; the jest is over,
and the tale has had its effect: like a man who
has thought of a good repartee when the dis-
course is changed or the company parted; or like
a physician who has found out an infallible medi-
cine after the patient is dead.

Considering that natural disposition in many
men to lie, and in multitudes to believe, I have
been perplexed what to do with that maxim so
frequent in everybody's mouth, that truth will at
last prevail. Here has this island of ours, for the
greatest part of twenty years, lain under the in-
fluence of such counsels and persons, whose prin-
ciple and interest it was to corrupt our manners,
blind our understanding, drain our wealth, and
in time destroy our constitution both in church
and state, and we at last were brought to the "very